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Süd-Chemie AG and Technische Universitaet Muenchen reach agreement on strategic alliance:

Up to € 20 million for catalysis research
Süd-Chemie AG and Technische Universitaet Muenchen (TUM) have formed a strategic
alliance for catalysis research, “Munich Catalysis”. In addition to basic research in the field
of catalysis, a major aspect of this cooperation will be the development of innovative
catalysts as a key technology to help meet the rising global demand for energy and base
chemicals on a long-term basis. Süd-Chemie is to sponsor this research work with up to
€ 2 million a year. The cooperation is based on a master agreement concluded for an initial
term of ten years, which, if successful, is to be extended beyond this period.
Activities are due to start before the end of the year under the name "Munich Catalysis. Alliance
of Süd-Chemie and TUM". Based on an industry-on-campus concept, TUM scientists will be
working together with researchers from Süd-Chemie on central issues involving both basic and
applied research in the field of chemical catalysis.
In addition to developing innovative catalysts and preparation methods, research will focus on
identifying new ways of manufacturing basic chemicals, one of the key topics being the inert gas,
carbon dioxide. Among other things, the possibilities for efficiently separating this omnipresent socalled greenhouse gas from power plant processes and reusing it in chemical production cycles
are to be explored, for instance as a synthesis module in the manufacture of energy sources or
other base chemicals. Attention will also center on new ways of creating high-grade intermediate
products for plastics, so-called olefins, without using oil.
Catalysis is seen as a vital technology for industrial materials conversion processes in the 21st
century. Catalysts make it possible for most chemical products to be manufactured using lowenergy and resource-sparing processes. They also play an essential role in promoting the targeted
replacement of oil as a primary resource for the chemical industry by assisting in the manufacture
of chemical products based on alternative resources, such as natural gas, coal or renewable
(biogenic) raw materials.
This strategic cooperation will play an important role in the TUM´s overall strategy of bundling
university research activities in the field of chemical catalysis. The research alliance is to be
integrated into a new central institute for catalysis research set up by the TUM (Catalysis Research
Center, CRC). As from 2012, it will be housed in the new CRC building currently under
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construction on the TUM campus in Garching. The CRC bundles the TUM´s broad scientific
spectrum in the field of catalysis research with focus on industry-related research.
"The overriding goal envisaged by Munich Catalysis is to develop key catalytic technologies on a
sustainable basis which – in view of the limited fossil resources and a continuing rise in the global
consumption of energy and base chemicals – make the greatest demands on research alliances
between university and industry," says the TUM´s President, Professor Wolfgang A. Herrmann. "As
an entrepreneurial university, our research activities pursue the path of innovation to the stage of
technical realization. In the field of catalysis, we have selected Süd-Chemie since this partner has
a globally successful catalyst business."
Upon signing the agreement, Dr. Günter von Au, Managing Board Chairman of Süd-Chemie AG,
said: "Chemical catalysis is a key technology and will be making a major contribution to the
development of economically and ecologically sustainable ways of manufacturing fuel and
chemicals in times when resources are in increasingly short supply. This pioneering venture is a
means of bundling our numerous scientific cooperation projects with the TUM in the field of
catalysis research based on a future-oriented and highly efficient industry-on-campus concept. In
this way, we will continue to strengthen the TUM´s academic base in this high-potential sector,
while also achieving a sustained improvement in Süd-Chemie´s innovative strength.“
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Süd-Chemie AG (www.sud-chemie.com) is a publicly quoted (Security Identification Number ISIN: DE0007292005; WKN:
729200) specialty chemicals company headquartered in Munich, Germany and operating on a worldwide scale. Key markets
served by its Adsorbents Division include the consumer goods, packaging and foundry industries, as well water treatment.
Products manufactured by the Catalysts Division offer solutions for the chemical, petrochemical and refinery industries, for
energy storage and hydrogen production, as well as off-gas purification. The common denominator of all Süd-Chemie products
and services is the efficient and sparing use of natural resources to enhance the quality of life for humans and the environment.
The Süd-Chemie Group generated revenue of EUR 1.072 billion in 2009, approx. 85% of this outside Germany. On 30
September 2010, the Group employed 6,494 people in its 80 sales and production companies worldwide.
Technische Universität München (TUM) is one of Europe’s leading universities. It has roughly 460 professors, 7,500
academic and non-academic staff (including those at the university hospital “Rechts der Isar”), and 25,000 students. It
focuses on the engineering sciences, natural sciences, life sciences, medicine, and economic sciences. After winning
numerous awards, it was selected as an “Elite University” in 2006 by the Science Council (Wissenschaftsrat) and the
German Research Foundation (DFG). The university’s global network includes an outpost in Singapore. TUM is
dedicated to the ideal of a top-level research based entrepreneurial university. http://www.tum.de
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